WORLD REFUGEE YEAR 


A World Refugee Year has been launched to focus interest on the problem of the 
ugee and to encourage chances for permanent solution. Churchmen are taking a lead- 


- part in the Year, which runs from July 1, 
99 to July 1, 1960. Chairman of the US. 
mmittee for World Refugee Year is the Rev. 
incis B. Sayre, Jr., dean of Washington 
thedral. 
[The United Nations General Assembly called 
the Year and member nations in many 
intries have set up national committees. The 


ernational Committee for World Refugee 
ar is headed by Dr. Elfan Rees, officer of the 
mmission of the Churches on International 
airs. 

Member churches of the World Council, with 
ir “ongoing and permanent concern for 
neless people, whoever they are and wherever 
y are,’ have welcomed the year and expressed 
hope that it will result in “far greater atten- 
n to the needs of refugees in the years to 
low.” 

The World Council of Churches, one of the 
ding voluntary agencies in the field of refugee 
vice, has helped more than 200,000 refugees 
ind new homes since World War II. During 
yrld Refugee Year the WCC will concentrate 
a number of different facets of the refugee 
ation. 

American churches working through Church 
tld Service have chosen three projects for 
cial help. These are aid for White Russians, 
‘help for orphans of Hong Kong, and assist- 


Many of the world’s estimated 45 million refugees 
are children. This little girl lives in Pakistan. 


ance to refugees from Pakistan in and around 
Calcutta. 
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The Hungarian crisis ‘awed that public imagin: 
tion can be stirred by big events and much dor 
in a short time for refugees. It seemed to shor 
too, that even such heroes as Freedom Fighte: 
are soon forgotten. 


‘See How They Live’ 


Bits of iron and wood, cardboard and saci 
ing, the scrap “home”-making materials 
thousands of poverty-stricken refugees , are gy 
ing into the erection of a sett lement of 30 to c 
primitive Hong Kong shacks, scheduled to 4 
up soon in the heart of London. 

It will be one of the most realistic projec 
in World Refugee Year, aimed to tell Londa 
just how people are existing in this Britis 


New help for Hong Kong orphans is one of the Colony. 
projects undertaken by American churches work- 
ing through Church World Service. 


To set the authentic atmosphere a replica | 
a Hong Kong street will lead into the op¢ 
space where the shacks will be seen againsty 


huge backcloth of the colony’s hillsides. : 


Site of the settlement will be the forecow 
of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, with the exhibitid 
on two sides of the famous Trafalgar Squa 
church. 


The shack-builders are volunteer Rovi 
Scouts, working to special specifications at 
photographs. The exhibition, entitled “See ha 
me: live,” has been planned and organized 

the Inter-Church Aid and Refugee Service wht 
has made itself responsible for raising a quar} 
of Britain’s World Refugee Year target 
$560,000,000 


Inter-Church Aid, the service arm of 1 


For mae I who gets to sail away to America, to British Council of Churches, works as an 
Australia, to Canada to start again, there are many tegral part of the World Council of Church 
others left behind. Service to Refugees, 
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ECE: Each day, from dawn to dusk, 72- 
ar-old Alexandros Sakellaridis sits at his 
itting machine in the World Council of 
urches’ island home for elderly refugees in 
nos, near Greece, turning out stocking after 
king. 
His smooth, automatic machine has heralded 
orld Refugee Year by going at top speed to 
t the urgent needs of the old people. And 
ble-fingered Alexandros has a proud record 
his credit. Every single resident of the 
odes old people’s home has received one pair 
stockings from his machine. Soon, it is 
pped, a similar supply will be made for those 
der the WCC’s care in Salonica and elsewhere 
no badly need strong stockings. 
But Alexandros and his one machine cannot 
ppe to meet the needs on time of all the 
ugees. Daily, there are more and more state- 
ss old people arriving from Russia and 
mania. 
#The one-man “stocking industry” out on the 
ny island of Tinos faces a boom which no one 
ally wants but which World Refugee Year 
lls on everyone to meet. Now, WCC self-help 
fogram representatives are considering how 
ey can provide the $330 extra capital for a 
cond knitting machine. 


RAZIL: Brazil’s WRY sponsors are on the 
dkout for the successful, rehabilitated refugee 
“3 country who employs the largest number 
F refugees. There will be a special prize. 

/The scheme will be a direct answer to those 
‘tics who say refugees who find a home in 
azil have little contribution to make to the 
tion’s economy. 

‘Now the search is on for that refugee with 
f2 special personnel list. 


SS 
HE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
‘Iletin published by the United States Conference 
F the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
“enue, New York 10, N. Y. Betty Thompson, 
scretary for Public Relations, editor. The Council 
ites 171 Anglican, Orthodox and Protestant 
Bfunions in 53 countries. Neither the 
)YURIER nor the World Council of Churches is 
Sponsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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WORLD REFUGEE NEWS 


by Baden Hickman, WCC Refugee Year Reporter 


Like hundreds of thousands of others, this boy 
wants to go to America. 


AUSTRIA: Austria’s highest academic recog- 
nition among the country’s university students, 
has this year gone to a former ethnic German 
refugee from Yugoslavia. 


Dr. Hans Becker, aged 29, an orphan since 
he was 12, received his scholastic ring of honor 
from the President of Austria, Dr. Adolf Scharf, 
in a special university ceremony. Only one 
Austrian student is granted this supreme dis- 
tinction each year. 


Hans was born in Belgrade and reared by 
two aunts. When ethnic Germans were forced 
to leave Yugoslavia, his aunts fled with him to 
Austria. The ambitious youth struggled to pur- 
sue his education, working in the evenings, 
weekends and summers to earn the money nec- 
essary for his education. One summer he was 
employed in a steel plant, another summer in 
a coal mine, and a third in a hospital in Sweden. 


FRANCE: CIMADE, the French interchurch 
refugee-aid movement, wants to establish a spe- 
cial $15,000 fund during World Refugee Year 
to take into France during the next three years 
about 30 special refugee cases (aged or chronic 
sick), who do not belong to the normal cate- 
gories. Some of them, it is expected, will come 
from behind the Iron Curtain. The project has 
been approved and is included in the WCC’s 
proposals to be submitted to member churches, 
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Off the Book Counter: To Help You Tell the Story 


Two World Council of Churches staff mem- 
bers who are taking leading roles in the World 
Refugee Year have written books spotlighting 
the plight of the refugees. 


Dr. Edgar H. S. Chandler is the author of 
The High Tower of Refuge—“The inspiring 
story of refugee relief throughout the world.” 
It is published by Odhams, London, and is 
available through the New York office of the 
World Council at $3 per copy (allow three 
weeks for delivery). 


Strangers and Afraid is written by Dr. Elfan 
Rees, an officer of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, and chairman 
of the International Committee for World 
Refugee Year. Published by the Carnegie En- 
dowment for International Peace, the 72-page 
book is an up-to-date account of the refugee 
story today. Its chapters include: The Harsh 
Facts, The Consequences, The Cures, The Re- 
sponse to the Issues, Lessons of the Hungarian 
Crisis, and What of the Future? 


The booklet sells for $.50 each (one to nine 
copies). Discounts are available for quantity 
rates (100 to 499, $.25 each). Available from 
the New York office of the WCC. 


Library-Pacific School of Religion 
1793 Scenic Ave. 
Berkley, Calif. c 


A large poster, illustrated with photograp 
showing problems of the refugees and t 
churches’ solutions, is available from the Ne 
York Office for $.15 per copy. It is designed 
World Council photographer John Taylor. It’ 
suitable for posting on church bulletin boar 
Order two copies in order to display both sid 


For those who want a constant flow of : 
formation about refugees, the NEWSLETTI 
of the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Sery: 
to Refugees is available at a cost of $2 per ye 
Edited in Geneva, this is a monthly mime 
graphed service of ten or more pages with | 
illustrated cover. Orders should be sent to Pu 
lications Office, Inter-Church Aid NEWSLE 
TER, World Council of Churches, 17 route: 
Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


A six-page illustrated leaflet is ae 
request from Church World Service, 475 Ri 

side Drive, New York 27, N.Y. This lea 
answers briefly the questions: Who Are 
Refugees? What the World Refugee 

Means? What the Churches are Doing throu 
CWS? and What You Can Do. It suggests } 
home sponsorship of refugees, letters to © 
gressmen concerning admittance of hard 
resettle cases, and gifts through church agence 
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MILLION REFUGEES 
ED AID, REES SAYS 


A world-wide appeal for immediate, united 
ion to aid the world’s 45,000,000 refugees 
made in Geneva by Dr. Elfan Rees, advisor 
Refugee Affairs to the World Council of 
rches. 
There are in the world at the moment, Dr. 
fs says, about 45,000,000 refugees. This in- 
ides more than 27,500,000 in Asia, another 
000,000-plus in Europe, and about 170,000 
tAfrica 
Hoday’s starving, sick and stateless people 
mnber almost as many as the population of the 
sited Kingdom. 
Dr. Rees’ International Committee is made 
sof more than 50 international voluntary 
Eigee-aid agencies—the biggest number ever 
Hnite in a single cause. 
Refugees, he declared, were not a “stagnant 
bl of tragic people” but an “ever-flowing river, 
hie of whom, God bless them, get to the other 
©, but with some who get stranded on the 


” 
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He stressed: “We are not keeping pace with 
b flow. The progress towards solving the prob- 
h of a given refugee is much slower than 
Loming one.” 


frontier village on the border between Jordan 

Israel, a schoolgirl gets a new uniform. In 
‘dan many of the refugees depend on gifts of 
-hing and cloth from the churches through the 
‘ir East Christian Council Committee on Refu- 
© Work. (right) 


fre are nearly a million Arab refugees in the 
ir East, leading lives of frustration and bitter- 
% away from their homes. (below) 


Palestine refugees in Cairo get help from the CWS 
office and a young American, Don Mead. 
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In a Strange Land 


Call to worship: 


V. By the waters of Babylon we sat down 
and wept, when we remembered thee, O 
Sion 

R. As for our harps, we hanged them up 
upon the trees that are therein 


V. Sing us one the songs of Sion! 


R. How shall we sing the Lord’s song ina 
strange land? 


Prayer 
O GOD, whose fatherly care reacheth to 
the uttermost parts of the earth: 


BLESS OUR BRETHREN 


We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord, that 
it may please thee to remember in pity such 
as this day are destitute, homeless, or for- 
gotten of their fellow men; 
WE BESEECH THEE TO HEAR US, 
GOOD LORD 


That it may please thee to cheer with hope 
all discouraged and unhappy people; 
WE BESEECH THEE TO HEAR US, 
GOOD LORD 


That it may please thee to comfort all up- 
rooted and wandering families uplifting 
those that are cast down; 
WE BESEECH THEE 
GOOD LORD 


TO HEAR US, 


VY. O God, thou hast cast us out, and scat- 
tered us abroad; 


R. Thou hast moved the land and divid- 
ed it. 


V. O set me upon a rock that is higher 
than I; 


R. For thou art my hope, and a strong 
tower.* 


* Adapted from a Litany for Refugees prepared by the 
Very Rev. Francis B. Sayre, Dean of the Washington 
Cathedral and chairman of the U.S. Committee for the 
World Refugee Year. Complete text available from 
Church World Service, 475 Riverside Dr., New York 
2/7, IN Ys 
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WCC Presidents Call Refugees 
"Our Greatest Human Traged) 


Christians of Protestant, Anglican, and Orth 
dox traditions in 52 countries joined in pray 
for the world refugees on Sunday, June 28,) 
response to an appeal by the presidents of 1 
World Council of Churches. 


The message says: 


“We are convinced that in our day and generat 
our greatest human tragedy is that of the refuge’ 
homeless people all around the world. J 


“The refugee and his family have, for more t 
a decade, been a challenge to our confession and m 
be a first call on the ministry of those whose L 
‘had nowhere to lay his head.’ 


“We believe that, within the limit of our resouns 
the World Council of Churches has answered 
call unremittingly and consistently, and we exp 
our gratitude to our member churches who have ni 
this possible. 


“Our ministry has not been motivated because 
the refugees belong to our member churches—ine 
most of them do not. We do it because Christ ¢ 
pels us. We have not, however, always been satit 
that the governments of the free world have bees 
constant in their concern for a problem which isi 
only one of human tragedy but, unremedied, is a 3 
tinuing threat to peace and security. For this | 
reason we welcome with cordiality and renewed I 
the decision of the United Nations to proclaim Wi 
Refugee Year.” 


The awful boredom, the waiting, the lack o 
vacy, the despair —these are features of li 
refugee camps. One of the objects of World J 
gee Year is to clear as many refugee cam 
possible. 


